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| worked in mental health for a number of yearstelléwas
able and fortunate to learn much about mind. Thecti
learning was enhanced by reading, study, reflectiod
conversation.

I enjoy cooking for myself and friends. | was resgible
for an establishment serving South Asian Indiardfimothe
late 1980's.

I live on the Pacific Coast in Northwest California
backpack in the nearby Trinity Alps (the websitexah
links to photographs). The towns of Eureka and fsrteave
friends, entertainment, and culture. | enjoy plagymnusical
instruments. Access to nature allows bicycle ritiesugh
lovely natural areas. | go on a long ride threBvi@ times a
week. At home | have books, access to informatiarthe
Internet, and my computer at which | write.

My plans for the future include the process degdtiin the
essay.

Sunday, November 30, 2014
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JOURNEY IN BEING
Preface
The preface is overview. It explains but is noeasisl to
the narrative. For an introduction, see th&ra (8§ stands

for part or section).

The main sections of the preface are@¥grview (2) Ideas
(3) Realization (4) Reading the work and (5) Audience.

§ The author, after the main text, describes my background.

Overview

The aim of the realizations @m) includes ‘to realize the
highest immediate and ultimate forms’ of being (fi&bns
are given in the narrative).

This aim is enhanced by ideas, especially a wagldar
metaphysics—i.e., knowledge of the universe and our
relations to it. So, the main narrative has two leaggs,
ideas and realization (action). Ideas inform agtand

The author

My approach in this narrative is from experiencd mleas
with inspiration from tradition, including scienamnd
metaphysics as understood in philosophy.

My education is in engineering, science, mathersatind
computation in which | have taken a wide rangeaaftdral
level courses. My graduate degrees in mathematits a
engineering include a PhD. | have done researchaargiht
in these subjects as a professor at undergraduatggh
graduate university level.

I have taken a number of humanities courses inotudi
year of undergraduate philosophy. However, mostyf
exposure to philosophy and related topics comes fro
extended reading, imaginative and analytic thoughiting,
and criticism.

So, | owe an immense debt to the history of id€éhs. main

page and a number of essays on the website
http://www.horizons-2000.orgave or link to sources.
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Mystery, 26, 33, 34
Mythic-holism, 19, 20, 43
Myth, 26

Narrative, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9,
10, 12, 14, 15, 17, 20

Natural law, 27
Naturalism, 12

Nature, 9, 11, 12, 14, 37,
39, 48

Normal, 44
Null part or domain, 27

Object, 17, 22, 29, 30, 31,
36, 41

Pain, 35, 39, 40, 41

Path of realization, 4%Iso
see Way of realization

Perfect faithfulness, 7, 43
Places, 11, 48, 49

Possibility, 7, 8, 13, 15, 28,
29, 33,37,41, 44

Power, 9, 13, 24, 28, 42, 43

Psyche, 49
Real world, 21

Realism, 16, 19, 23, 24, 27,
29, 30, 31, 33, 34

Realization, 4, 5, 6, 9, 15,
20, 22, 28, 30, 35, 36,
40, 41, 42, 44, 45, 46,
47, 48, 49

Reference, 25
Religion, 19

Science, 8, 19, 27, 29, 30,
31, 34, 48

Secular, 5, 12, 19, 20, 39,
41, 45, 46

Shamanic way, 48

Something from nothing,
33

Soul, 24

Space, 19, 24, 35, 36, 41,
44

Spirit, 24
Substance, 37, 38, 39
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The Real, 13, 32, 33, 36,
37, 39, 40, 41

The ultimate See The Real

Time, 11, 13, 16, 19, 24,
35, 36, 41, 44, 48

Tradition, 6, 8, 11, 12, 13,
14,19, 20, 38, 43, 44

Trans-categorial, 24
Transience, 9, 15, 45, 49

Trans-secular, 5, 12, 19, 41,
45, 46

Universe, 25, 30, 48

Vehicle of realization, 18,
47, 49

Way of realization, 47Also
see Path of realization

Worldview (Also see
Cosmology), 4, 5, 6, 8,
12, 16, 18, 21, 28

Yoga, 48

actions complete and confirm ideas; ideas andzagain
remain in interaction.

§ Prologue introduces the concept of a worldview and
‘standard’ secular and trans-secular worldviews.

The main narrative is Bealizations of being. Its main
(unmarked) divisions aigleas andaction. The ideas are
developed through & perfect, unigue, ultimate, and
practical metaphysics. Action or realization occupies the
remaining sections.

Some terms

Definition is not the province of the preface there are
two terms that it will be useful to explain here.

One term igivilization which, in the sense used here, is not
about particular phases of history or culture,asabout
superiority of a culture, and it is not about hukiad

against the rest of life or the universe. Of course
emphasizes humanity but it is about the entireastref

being seeking higher immediate and ultimate lifen€&pts



of civilization are discussed in@vilization and
realization.

The second term tsadition which we usually associate
with history continuous, established, and commonly
accepted ways of thinking and living. The narratiit
employ the term tradition to refer to the cumulatsystem
of ideas and action, primal through modern, incigdhe
modern academic, practical, and spiritual or religi
disciplines. Of course, there are errors and clesels in
the tradition. For brevity, | will sometimes useatition’
for ‘what is valid in the tradition’.

Ideas
The ideas are developed in Bfperience and foundation
throughA perfect, unique, ultimate, and practical

metaphysics.

The core of the ideas is a worldview or metaphysaiked
the universal metaphysics or, simply,the metaphysics.

Metaphysics is knowledge of being which for thepgmse
of the preface is knowledge of the world-as-itHecause

I ndex
Action, 4, 5, 6, 9, 16, 20,
35, 45, 46, 47, 48

Aeternitas, 35, 36, 45ee
The Real

Arrival, 9, 15, 49

Being, 20, 21, 23, 24, 25,
26, 27, 38, 43, 47, 48
Being-as-beingSee Matter
Being-in relationshipSee
Mind
Being-in-the-world, 25, 43

Beyul (concept from
Tibetan Buddhism), 11

Certainty, 42

Civilization, 6, 9, 15, 44,
45, 47, 48

Civilization (lower case), 5,
44, 48, 49

Concept, 5, 17, 22, 23, 29,
34,37

Cosmology, 12, 18, 19, 20,
26, 31, 33, 46

Worldview, 4, 5, 6, 8,
12, 16, 18, 21, 28

Creation, 26, 36, 47

Critical realism, 8

Death, 35, 40, 41, 42

Definition, 5, 16

Discipline, 6, 15, 45, 47,
48, 49

Doubt, 7, 8, 13, 14, 27, 30,
43,47

Duration, 8, 17, 24, 32, 33,
34, 39, 42

Emergence of all Laws and
of space and time, 33

Empirical, 30, 36, 43

Existence, 23, 24, 25, 26,
27,31, 32, 39

Experience, 6, 20, 21, 22,
23,26, 43

Extension, 8, 17, 32, 33, 34,
39

Form

Limited, 9, 35, 36, 42,
44, 46

Unlimited, 35
Fundamental principle of

metaphysics, 8, 28
Fundamental problem of

metaphysics—

HeideggerSee

Something from nothing

God.See The Real

Good enough (knowledge),
43

Holism. See Mythic-holism

Human being, 35, 36, 49

Hypnosis, 48

Idea, 4,5, 6, 8, 9, 10, 11,
13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18,
23, 24, 26, 34, 35, 36,
41, 44, 45, 46, 47, 48,
49

Identity, 9, 23, 34, 35, 38,
41

lllusion, 21, 23, 26

Interaction, 5, 38, 48, 49

Journey in Being, 12

Law, 23, 26, 27, 28, 32, 33,
38, 43,45
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Law (lower case), 26, 27,
32, 33, 36

Life, 5, 13, 14, 15, 32, 35

Limit, 9, 10, 13, 28, 29, 31,
32, 33, 34, 35, 39, 40,
44, 45

Logic, 19, 30, 32, 34

Logic (lower case), 19, 29,
30, 31, 32,42

Matter, 8, 24, 36, 37, 38, 39
Being-as-being as

matter, 38

Meaning, 9, 12, 14, 16, 17,
18, 22, 24, 25, 28, 29,
31, 35, 39, 42

Means, 9, 23, 37, 46, 49

Mechanics of

transformation, 46, 48,
49
Meditation, 48
Metaphysics, 4, 5, 6, 8, 13,
15, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22,
23, 25,42, 43, 44
The metaphysics, 6, 8,
9,10, 12, 13, 14, 15,
16, 28, 29, 30, 31,
32, 33, 36, 37, 38,
39, 40, 42, 43, 44,
45, 47, 48
Universal, 6, 14, 20, 28,
30, 31, 32, 40, 42
Mind, 8, 24, 35, 37, 38, 39,
48, 49
Being-in relationship as
mind, 38

Mode of discourse, 14
Modes, 48, 49



— END —
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the knower contributes to the form of knowledge the
possibility of metaphysics has been in doubt inrtfuglern
west, especially since Immanuel Kant who used the
contribution of the knower to develop a criticatlan
constructive philosophy. However, the argumenha t
narrative is that we know that there is experigiecg.
consciousness). This cannot be doubted (doubfioisraof
experience) and it is the beginning of a systezl s
perfectly known concepts that is used to build a
metaphysical framework which is filled in by ‘immiee’
knowledge which, it is shown, cannot and does eetirto
be precise and which, it is shown, by a criteribntdity
rather than perfect faithfulness is also perfeber€ is a
realm of perfect knowledge which though mediatedhay
knower is perfectly of the known; and there isame
where the knower contributes to the known.

Can this contribution be eliminated? From the
developments in the narrative the answer is ‘yiasspme
cases of significance, but also ‘no’ in many otteses of
significance. But ‘significance’ has the following
ambiguity—its greatest import occurs in views ptmthat
developed here and (while it does not lose all ingrxe)
its significance is here seen to be greatly dinhieds



regarding knowledge of the vast detail of the more
immediate that is a fill-in for the metaphysicadrework.
In other words a ‘critical realism’ in which knovdge
points to the world rather than being preciselyhaf world
retains an importance but, relative to ‘standardtern
western epistemology, the importance is diminished.

In 8 Thereal there is an example of perfect understanding
in a local realm, that of the ideas of mind andtarathat is
traditionally seen as problematic. This resultsrfran
analysis of concepts from the tradition in lightreason and
the metaphysics. Other examples of such crossegigoh’
can be found at my websitétp://mwww.horizons-2000.0tg

The following comments on the metaphysics are ipenti
(1) Its central assertion is thi#ie universeis the universe of
possibility (this is namedhe fundamental principle of
metaphysics). It is crucial that this is demonsudlai here is
doubt but the exposition and resolution of doubtlaft to
the narrative. (2) Therefore the metaphysics-waeldv
shows the universe to have limitless extensioratotur,
and variety and to be limitlessly greater thanuherse
shown in the standard worldviews including science,
traditional speculative metaphysics, and ancieniidh

Change in being, disciplines, and ways is staldlizg reason
In experience and recollection—in memory, cultamd artifact.

Disciplines, East to West, may all have use indfammation.
However, even eclectic commitment would be prengatur
Understanding of human being—organism and psyche—
Should continue to emerge in interaction with ejqreze.

In summary, theseays cycle througtbe-ing (sustaining) and
Transformation (ideas-individual-civilization-artifact-technolopy
Elements include means-vehicles-places-modes-disciplines.
Themechanics is risk, learning, and consolidation.

Transience and arrival

Realization begins in the present, perhaps witldibeplines,
But requires risk—reflection and experiment—andsadidation
In culture-artifact and individual form of heartmdibody.

Living in transience—in joy and anxiety—is on thayw.. is
Essential in realization, ever a flux of transienod arrival.
While limited realization is endless process—evestiness
In variety and depth in a journey of realizatioh®eing.
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The places of realization are ground—nature, abdda-
Individual: heart-mind-body, society and culture—being
And civilization which link the immediate and thiimate.

Modes of transformation are intrinsic and extens¥aga,

As way to and in the universal, appropriately nathesntrinsic.
The extensive or instrumental emphasizes scientésghnology.
The distinction between the intrinsic and extenssveot sharp.

Transformation of being was seen to be via idedsaation.

Transformation of Civilization is intrinsic—via tnaformation of

Being; and extensive—inhabitation and populatiothef
Universe via exploration and instrument or techgglo

The metaphysics shows inevitability of this popioliat ‘Now’
Is the time for insight and developing and livingehanics
Of inner and instrumental transformation.

Realization is inspired by powers of being and gidu
Revealed above... and by the disciplines. It derives
Effectuality from the interaction.

The disciplines offer catalysts of mind-body chargeich as

Yogas, meditation, shamanic way, and hypnosis.Siean
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modern religion. (3) The universe has identity el
individual partakes of its power and identity. e
universe is universal process (this may be persadah
that process and absoluteness may be equivalent but
different perspectives). In any case, while in{ediform
the individual approach to the universal is proeeas
journey—uwithout limit to extension, duration, anariety in
its forms and peaks of realization.

Realization

The discussion of action in light of the metaphysgcin 88
Civilization and realization throughTransience and arrival.
Discussion in the preface will be brief.

The ideas show the ultimate nature of what will aray be
achieved, its existential meaning, and suggest snebin
achievement.

The discussion in the narrative is an open templtetel am
using in my process and that others may adapeio th
process. | thought that this would be more usefuéaders
than a current in process narrative. That narratigg come
later. Meanwhile there is further specific (temp)at



information atemplate.htmbnd general information linked
from my sitehttp://www.horizons-2000.org

Personal origins of the work

One origin of this work is personal. | have longglot
understanding of the world and my place in it. Wgt
enhanced the process. But | also seek to commeracat
share in the ‘stream’ and this is a motive to prilon.

Sourcesin theworld

Perhaps the system of the narrative is has neviméssnan
history (see the first paragraph ofgn, for what may be
new and what elements are not new). In any caaed felt
| am a partial author: it has often felt to me titet ideas
possessed their own force (over and above genefayio
‘ego’ and what | have absorbed by reading and loygbe
part of a number of cultures). It is interestingttthe
metaphysics implies that this system of ideas leagroed
times without limit before and after (and it juss the
phrase ‘has occurred after’).

10

Development of ideas above is in breakdown, creadad
And rebuilding. The way of realization lies in bkedown,
Imagination and experiential rebuilding of ideasd &eing.

This is the analysis and synthesis of being; iuides seeing,
Thought, risk (action), change, learning, and atioa. The
Way is not essentially prescriptive: prescriptiomegeges on the
Way and is ever subject to revision and enhancement

Risk emphasizes acting even in the presence dftéstial) doubt.

Therefore from the significance of what it revethisre is
Immense value to the metaphysics as a principéeidn.
This situation is as for the doubt and value tlttetal
Essentially all significant endeavor.

At the front of realization the final resourceastake a step of
Thought andor action. To share learning is effegtikiere are
Ways; there are accomplished-charismatic teachgns Ithe
Endless process there is no perfect master, nbdisepline.

The vehicles of realization are individual and greu

Being and Civilization and their transformations ar
Among the dimensions of realization.
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Sacred scriptures speak of divine magnificenceexample:
The Indian Bhagavad-Gita compares the splendoeioigb
To the radiance of a thousand suns. Yet its piesdnmeans
Of realization anchored in practice in the present.

The universe and the place of individuals in itlargtlessly
Greater than in common secular and trans-secusanalogies.
Especially on this knowledge, realization for liedtforms
Begins in the present, touched and illuminatedhieyuitimate.

A way of realization

Action is not ‘mere’ process—ideas are a partiatlguldeas
And action are the means of realization. Realizaltiegins
With ideas; transformation requires action.

The ultimate is not fully immanent in limited formealization must
Be indeterministic, have process. The way of engiagtion lies
In risk—in small and large steps—and in selectimesolidation.

This is the core mechanics of realization. Changg begin with

Reason; risk—to take a step—is essential to tramsfoon.
Outcome, where adapted, is captured in being aeirt
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In addition to the general acknowledgements ablove,
acknowledge the world of nature. | have enjoyecktgpent
in ‘wilderness’ | recently recounted over a hundneskbk-
to-month-long wilderness trips, most of them sofp@yin
places across the United States and Mexico. Naase
been a multiple source of inspiration. | have long
experienced it a portal and motive to and ‘groundthe
real and the ultimate. In this connection | haweerdly
(2008) learned of the Tibetan Buddhist notion of e
remote places regarding which ‘In the Buddhistitreual,
the goal ... is not so much to reach a particulatirkg$on
as to awaken within oneself the qualities and easrof the
sacred site, which ultimately lie within our ownnds’
(from the XIV Dalai Lama of Tibet's introduction tan
Baker'sThe Heart of the World, 2004). And it is in nature
that | have had many of the central ideas andtiohs of
my thought.

The photographs
The aim of the nature pictures in the text is tmisglize
nature inspiration (currently, pictures appear onlgrint

versions). Some pictures are more than symbolicy-the
show places of specific and significant inspiration

11



Other sources

The main sources in developing the framework aedfit
in’ for the metaphysics have been the traditiompgeence,
and reason. | have learned directly and indiretthave
learned from the secular and the transsecularfrand
western, eastern (mostly South Asian), and ‘primal’
(especially Native North American) cultures.

For longer essays, sources, slide shows, photogyrapd
contact details, readers may browse my ‘Journdeing’
websitehttp://www.horizons-2000.otdReaders interested
in my background may refer to the description atehd of
the narrative ofrhe author.

Evolution of my worldview

It will be useful to be explicit about my positioreative to
the worldviews (see &andard cosmologies). My (non-
dogmatic) education and upbringing included secagar
well as trans-secular elements and exposure bseithdar
dominated—I was moved to naturalism, the view that
essence of the universe is the world of natuneo think
it clear that this position does not have definieaning

12

Civilization provides ways, rough methods, of ideatnd
Action—disciplines of thought, discovery, and trimsation.
In culture, emergence of disciplines, too, has hadigcipline.

The standard forms of the disciplines—

Secular and trans-secular—

Are marked by incompleteness and error

But their core constitutes ground on which to huild

Our apparent limits are Laws or

Expressions of Law

Which also constitute initial ground on which to
Transcend limits on the way to universal realizatio

The apparently stable initial ground

Is transient and incomplete,

But knowing and living its transient incompleteness
Is on the way to the ultimate.

It is worth repeating: ultimate realization for b#ings is
Given by the metaphysics. However, efficiency and
Enjoyment are immensely enhanced in occurrence and
Quality by commitment and engagement.
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The union is a practical metaphysics—perfect in lindted forms in
Transition need have no final perfection. The mieyafes guarantees
Realization of the ultimate; tradition-in-procesgart of the instrument.

Civilization and realization

Our civilization is the web of human culture ovien¢ and
Continents (space). Greater Civilization is thermmatnd
Interconnections of civilizations (being) across tmiverse.

The metaphysics reveals a limitless universe open t
Individual and Civilization. It is appropriate andw possible
To address negotiation of the normal limits of warld.

The practical address of this concern is now talen

Individuals foster Civilization;
Civilization nurtures the individual.
Civilization is the hearth of realization;
Individuals manifest realization.

Politics, values and morals, and economics arenéaki the idea
Of civilization. Values represent the integratidrifee immediate
And the ultimate; and it is important that they gldomerge with the

Realities of politics and economics

44

since the discovery of nature cannot be said wobeplete;
see also Fhe Real and other 88 to see that this discovery
can never be complete even if there is no supnaraiat
However, | maintained a window of doubt (the polesib
incompleteness). At the same time, | found the aidghe
trans-secular and some parts of some trans-sesyd@ms
to have emotional and moral beauty and appeal; |
appreciated the suggestiveness of what may befisaymtiin
this life and thrilled to the mystic suggestionasrids
beyond. | pursued the partial paradox until theaisry—a
story in itself—of the metaphysics. This revealgq (
essentially all tradition to have literal or symilsdfuth and,
importantly, limit and error (again, see $fge void through
A perfect, unique, ultimate, and practical metaphysics and
others) and (2) distortion in our secondary intetgions
and renderings of these systems—especially bunmgpt
the trans-secular. However, by this time, begin@irgund
2000, this mattered less for the metaphysics nigtwwant
far beyond the systems but also integrated witht vehaalid
in them (primarily literal for the secular and diggantly
symbolic for the trans-secular). Explicitly, | firsignificant
though limited truth, beauty, and power in the $acand
trans-secular systems, framed by ultimate thougitaness

13



power in the metaphysics @andard cosmologies and 8§
The universal metaphysics throughThe Real).

An in-process narrative

I do not regard this work as complete. | sometithetk
that the ideas are complete but | am ever seewg ne
meaning and interpretation, new approaches and new
applications, having new insights, new doubts—asd n
responses to doubt. The process revealed by the
metaphysics is without end. In my present life, my
engagement in this process continues. All this leag to
modification of this work, additions in the form @ports
of process and thought, and perhaps new works. This
explains my use of the term ‘narrative’ to desctiework
even though narration is not its only mode of disse.

My process, which | regard as modest so far, hdbé
combination of nature immersion, experience witychs
catalysts (non drug), modest spiritual endeavarniag
from the tradition, and the ideas of this work.

14

Being and experience—world and knowledge—are kniown
Experience. Variety of being and fields of knowledgunities
And distinctions—merge in experience. The ultimaetaphysics
Is a metaphysics of experience.

The metaphysics has foundation in concepts so defaietail

That knowledge of them is perfectly faithful—théseno doubt of

The being of being, of experience, Law and univeCamsequently this
Framework has empirical and instrumental remoteness

There is significant ‘tradition’—part of traditiohkknowledge from literal-
Scientific to mythic-holist that is not perfectlgithful but is
Perfect in the sense of ‘good enough’ or ‘beingka-world'.

Where the metaphysics is complete if remote, #dition is
Immediate but incomplete. The metaphysics contamsmay
llluminate tradition; the tradition illustrates theetaphysics.

The two main be joined and each compensates tlee'®thck. The
Metaphysics is precise but lacks detail and insémnta power.

The traditions provide this lack but are imprecida#-the metaphysics
Shows that the traditions cannot and need not pea@sion.
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And the abstract, it can be added, may be the frame
For the investigation of the death and the lim#les

A perfect, unique, ultimate, and practical metaphysics

The meaning of the metaphysics has been givertyglari
Its power has received illustration. An effectivemsnation
And characterization of the metaphysics may nowiben.

In foundation in experience and being the metagiyisi perfect. From
Expression as logic it is unique; and ultimate—amplete but partially
Implicit capture of the variety, extent, and dusatpdf being.

The universal metaphysics resolves foundation ofgoleut
Shows the variety of experience and being to be even:
While in limited form the variety of realization is
Unbounded, experience is limitless and eternal.

Though logic is ultimate, its forms continue to egee Except
In dreams of certainty, security, and control, ¢hegin be no
Final foundation of logic, Ethics or Value outsicientext. For
Limited form logic, ethics, and value remain in @ess.

42

Audience

There are three classes of audience or interestergen
academic, and ultimate.

Thegeneral interest is in the main ideas and implications
for immediate life.

Theacademic, scholarly, or intellectual interest is in the
metaphysics, its demonstration (and therefore pihigg),
its development and elaboration, and applicatiom tange
of disciplines and topics and problems within phdphy
(especially metaphysics). The academic interesildhze
in the entire narrative but is particularly in Blogue
throughA perfect, unique, ultimate, and practical
metaphysics.

Finally, theultimate interest is that of entering into the
universal process shown by the metaphysics andtah
an approach is laid out in &3vilization and realization
throughTransience and arrival. Regarding process, these
sections present a template rather than details.féim is
suitable for adaptation by others to their own pssc

15



Reading the work

The some concepts and the system as a whole may be
unfamiliar to readerd’he main problems of understanding
will be those of intuition and of meaning. Thereynhe
problems of intuition—even though the system isrinally
and factually consistent, the metaphysics may sgem
dissonance with reader’s worldviews. The problem of
intuition should be resolved by recognizing thairer-
intuitiveness is natural when encountering an uiifam
worldview or paradigm and by attention to meaniugd
problems of meaning are likely—many of the termshsas
being, experience, universe, and realism are fanblit are
used with specific and often new meaning (sensignfion
to definition will address this problem. There other
problem of meaning—the meaning of the system aisde
and action depends on the relations among the terms
(concepts) and is greater than the collection d@ifvidual
meanings. It will take time and perhaps more tham o
reading to see the relationships and to build ygicéure’ of
the system as a whole. The result will be the wtdading,
analytic and intuitive, of a new and powerful watikey.

16

What is the ‘beyond death’? The realization ofpaésibility
Implies a scenario that is real but may not be ensi&l: our
Identities are strands that recur, mutate, joirih-immediate
To ultimate, remember, forget. But even the ultenatnot static.

Identity is eternal adventure, ever fresh, of jogd @ain, of
Merging in larger streams, of plans and hopes andmance,
Of peaks and dissolutions and new beginnings.

We can let imagination run but imagination is liedt There are
Sources for imagination: secular thought, art acttbh; and the
Trans-secular accounts of the immediate and timeati up to
The Aeternitas and Brahman.

The Real includes but is beyond what is real inséhaular
And trans-secular. The range of the beyond wilied but
Is beyond present imagination of which the funci®n
Interesting but probably limited.

Can anything definitive be said of this realm? Bpsgthe
Most suggestive summation comes from earlier contsnen

The idea of the abstract object shows a way fohBian
Aeternitas to transcend but not be beyond spacéiraed
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In a perspective that there is a merciful god, ga@ms paradoxical.
In The Real, where there is no evident god-as-petbe mosaic of
Pain and joy (evil and good) is part of the godds hot paradoxical.

In the perspective of the universal metaphysicsRéal and the
Ultimate are identical. Any personal god would be@ement of
Which beings such as the human are part. The mgtasidoes allow
Remote personal gods but adaptation minimizes significance.

Knowledge and emotion, realization and being as gvprocess.
There are peaks of being—individual and univergadltheir merging.
And there is dissolution. This is not a limit bbetway of being.

Death and the limitless

Georg Cantor invented and founded the ‘transfinitsbers’ that
Are larger than all finite numbers yet not necasabsolutely
Infinite. The collection of transfinite numbersaiso infinite.

Therefore, | prefer the terms limited and limitl@sshis text.

Obviously, death is a ‘limit’. However, the metaghog requires
That death is transcended. Death is real but reulate.
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Aim

The aim of the realizations—so far as it is goodteis
Know and experience the range of being and to
Realize its highest immediate and ultimate forms.

The aim is understood and empowered by showingifogp
An ultimate view of sentient, especially human, andersal
Process as limitless in variety, extension, anctm.

Elements of the view occur in previous thought. idaer, the
Articulation, understanding, elaboration, applicatto ideas and
Living, and the magnitude and range of consequesassw. And
Since proof is altogether new, so is confidend@éwview.

In discovery, many ideas narrated were experieasgeceived—
As if a primal vision of a landscape of real buéalbeauty and form.
An aim of the narrative is effective presentatidthese ideas.

In new contexts of meaning, care is crucial. Witheoaoncept,

A symbolic-iconic image, there can be no recognitban object—
No meaning. Synthesis of meaning as concept-obgxenabled
Development of a framework that envelops all knagaand being.

17



Synthesis is essential to this framework. Thoughnirgy is often
Experienced and analyzed as set, it is determindio process.
Meaning must have form to encode experience. Ng&rience
Requires new form to meaning and so meaning id.flui

Since new contexts have some continuity with tlke wéw
Meaning often employs established terms and ideds a

Vehicles. Transition is a balance of stable ani flaeaning.

Many concepts of the text are familiar. Howeverghteir
Meanings are carefully chosen and often signifigactitanged.

Understanding will be further enhanced in apprewgthat
The ideas form an articulated system with new redmng
That is greater than any collection of the indigtoneanings.
Prologue

Worldviews or cosmologies

To know the utmost reach of being requires faitlfepiction of

The universe and our relations to it. Metaphyssesmology,
And worldview are terms for such depiction.
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Also illuminated is substance: there is none. Fioenmetaphysics the void
Functions as substance: it generates all changeamplexity. But we
Make no hypothesis about its existence or natbeevoid is necessary and
Ultimately simple; substance, seemingly, pure mpiex, impossible.

As with mind-matter, so it is with nature and TheaR and knowledge of
Them. There cannot be final foreignness among thieay; are not of
Different kinds. We, in the immediate, are of TheaRand its process,
Of which there is neither limit nor final end.

Emotion or passion is critical and its complexites addressed in secular
And religious platforms. Though alleviation of paind suffering

Are important, a perspective on ‘salvation’ frone tinetaphysics (and
Adaptation) is that pain and joy are a mosaic.

The mosaic, its necessity, gives meaning to phimelare to be in the
Ultimate we cannot wait for (or minimize) local pestion. So, we
Engage with the ultimate as we work, in the immeito move from
Pain to joy. These give existential meaning to anather.

What is engagement with the ultimate? It has been ghat

It is intelligent and engaged entry into procesthauit limit to extension,
Duration, variety, and peaks. It involves all dirsiems of experience or
Mind—cognition, commitment (will), and feeling (meio joy).
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Mind tentatively names the substance of experiengaui@ monist
Materialism, matter is the one substance and egslaund: the only
Mind is ‘as if’ mind. Since experience is real, mgn cannot be pure.
In a materialist substance universe, mind and ma#ee root identity.

‘Matter’ and ‘mind’ name being-as-being and being-in relationship.

In the universal case there is no substance antieérraind’ relations
Are fluid. However, mind-as-experience requiresrf@and form is
Being (as-being) and so either ‘original’ or a ‘riéarm of matter.

The contrary would be a Law, so the metaphysicsires interaction
Of matter like forms, and so mind-matter interactidlind-matter
Interaction will not always go to the root, but ewehere not,
Universal interaction will result in its sometim@ot occurrence.

The common, adaptive, case is so well formed &g substance-like
Mind-matter interaction is constitutive—i.e., stgem than causal.

In trying to enhance understanding via the metaphyse have found

An example of some perfect understanding in reathsadition that
Are traditionally regarded as problematic.
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Sandard cosmol ogies

Common cosmologies are secular and trans-secuiars@cular
Appeal to experience—especially science. The tsaasiar refer
Also to trans-experience; the mythic-holism of draditions and
Religion (as fact, as allegory, and as intuitior® @among its kinds.

David Hume showed that theories that capture egpee on limited
Regions need not extend to the universe. Whenaesml sees science
Reach into the known realms and concludes thahtabg all realms
And things are known, it violates the principleHidime’s argument.

History illustrates this: since Newton's syntheseny unforeseen
Realmshave been uncovered—especially the quantum, gpaee-
Gravity, and evolutionary. An error of ‘secular jiessm’ is to
Conflate what is known with what is there.

So, sciencellows wide open metaphysics beyond its border. What
Is the most liberal yet realistic metaphysics? Asveer lies in ‘logic’.
Logic is most abundant in what it allows because minimal in what
It requires. In a sense to emerge, the univerdébwilound ultimate.

Mythic cosmology, even where it conflicts realisoffers intuition of an
Ultimate: secularism and science are complementetedintuition of
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Mythic-holist traditions. The truth of such traditis is considered later,
Beginning with the §he universal metaphysics.

A metaphysics that agrees with explicit cosmologied their
Principles of reason, in their domains of validityallowed
Though not required by those cosmologies and |plesi

An aspect of secular thought is significant—validtaphysics
Begins in experience and does not outreach theeacti
Experience that constitutes knowledge and undeistgn

Realizations of being

The world of narrative has no beginning or endédiscrete
Text has a nominal beginning. Experience is thegtd our
Relation to the universe: it will be natural anteefive to
Begin the narrative of realization with experience.

Experience and foundation
Experience—awareness—is the core and theater d¢fuonan
Being. So understood, its forms are pure, recepsieeking, in

Action, and in conceiving; it is of the world anfitbe inner—of
Experience itself, by which we know the pure case.
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Thereal

The Real (‘The’ capitalized) is the ultimate intitse nature. It has
Been called truly ineffable. However the words ‘theffable’

Do and cannot refer to anything. It has been $aitiThe Real
And the instruments by which we know it stand alégihe natural.

Let us reflect on the possible divide between dieinal and The Real.
To do this, it will be useful consider, first, ‘ndrmatter’ relations,
Which is interesting and significant in its ownlrig

Begin with the metaphysical concept of substanckingtion of substance
Is to explain world complexity from utter simpligitTherefore, take a
Substance to be a pure (exclusive), fixed, etdanal. Purity means that
One substance does not mix with or emerge fromhanot

In monism the universe has (is) one substance.

A substance is eternal so disallowed by the metptyHowever,

So as to gain insight into the actual universejlitbe useful to

Reflect on a hypothetical universe of substance.

It was seen earlier that experience is real andttigrelationship.
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The idea of the abstract object as discussed eshl@vs a
Way for Brahman and Aeternitas to transcend bubeot
Beyond space and time.

Aeternitas has nfurther experience—Aeternitas creation is closed.
But our world—clearly limited—is not the Aeternité8ee the universe
As an object stretching over history. Then, timegion from one
‘Place’ to another. Aeternitas is not in time bahtins time.

That realization for limited form is endless regsithat

The empirical and symbolic sciences forms remaar v
Process and be complemented by immersion of beings—
E.g., human being—in the world for their full reztion.

But Aeternitas as one, only, final, absolute objediction: it would
Be a law of the void. It is, like us, eternal prege-except that from
Abstraction, as above, it has a timeless perspeditill, intuition,
E.g. mystic, that we are on the way to the ultimateow seen true.

Does the experience of matter vs. experience itsedfal distinct
Categories? What of the ‘natural’ vs. ‘supra-ndt@ra

The foregoing suggests and the metaphysics sholse(8eal) that
These distinctions result from no more than limkedwledge.
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Experience is the rock of knowledge of things—krexdge that
Something is ‘there’. For even if all is illusiathere is illusion—
Which is experience. This ‘proof’ that there is expnce on
Modeled on Descartes’ famous ‘I think thereforenl argument.

In reality it is not an argument at all. There @s‘therefore’.

In essence the ‘argument’ is that experience lsasic

That it needs only naming, not proof. One poirtti®argument,
Then, is the establishment that experience is foneddal.

We will continue to exemplify the significance afreful argument.

If there is only experience then it either doed@&s not range over

Its conception of what the world is. The formejuist another labeling—
For a real world; the latter entails a contradittio

Therefore there is a real world which includes egree.

The proof of the reality of the world is more thafrtheoretical
Interest. Many thinkers have held that there ifimot but
Experience. Here, the values of the proof are teknpinary to a
Robust worldview (metaphysics) and the sharpeniramalytic skill.

That the world is real does not imply it is as eigreced: given
lllusion the world may be far less or more thanezignced. Being
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Open to both possibilities is openness to truthe@afoundation
Will yield immense return, e.g., as later, in agse metaphysics.

Further return is as follows. Experience mediatdgects’. Meaning
As experience (concept) and object is essentialganing, to
Clarifying meaning, to resolving paradoxes duedorgoncept
Formation; and to seeing knowledge present butiamph meaning.

It has been said that growth of knowledge is afglysmeaning.
However analysis cannot do more than reveal inifkimdwledge.
It can be seen that growth of knowledge is esdgnéinalysis
And synthesis of meaning.

It will also be seen that realization of new
Forms of being is analysis and synthesis of being.

These thoughts show a value to care in foundation.
Foundation does not emerge in a single step. Nsights reveal

New problems. Care proceeds slowly. Here, as isdyp
Foundations have emerged in small increments.
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Apparent and experienced limits are part of thestitartion
Of the forms of being—of human being and limits.
Though temporary, limits are of the form of beings,
Normally a result of origin and adaptation.

Realization is given. Still, effectiveness is endethin engaging the
Whole individual (heart-mind-body). Givenness dnesnegate
The value and challenge of endeavor which enhaggegment,
Gives meaning to pain, death and challenge.

While in limited form realization is endless proses
And ever freshness in variety—a journey in being.
For limited being the forms of knowledge and being
Are ever open—an eternal challenge.

The oneness, connection, and continuity
Of these forms lie in identity—
In experience, idea and action.

In unlimited form, realization is the Aeternitas—etaternity in a
Moment—of Thomas Aquinas, the Brahman of Indiarutia—
Which transcend but are not beyond space and tmahé¢ceand
From which life and death and pain and joy arewgays.
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Every atom is a cosmos, every cosmos an atom.
There are no indivisible particles.

The universe has and must have manifestation amdity
In acute, diffuse and absent phases.

It can now be reemphasized that realism redefimesadncept and

Future of Logic-and-science regarded as one amhereliftiated only
By the universality of their truths. Particularilyis implied that we

Are always close to the beginning of discoveryhiase realms.

Individual and identity

Individual identity shares these powers with theverse—
Else there would be a limit on the universe. Ingiray identity,
Individuals realize all being, its identity, itstersion, duration,
Variety, summits, and dissolutions.

The new mystery reveals endless adventure of igeabeing.

Though real, individual and group are relative (g\a&om is
A cosmos...). The distinction is not relative.
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There are also major increments such as, herghitssinto the
Significance and conception of the central ideageeially
Experience, being, universe, Law, void, realisnd @ientity.

Existence

To ‘exist’ is to be. From reflections above, exmste is not an empty
Concept—its foundation in experience is robust@sdriminating.

However, ‘existence’ has been seen as problenfdidressing its
Problematic character will to continue to developlgtic skill and
Provide for a robust foundation for the concepbaihg.

A concern: given illusion, existence may empty—ivatsaw that
World and experience exist. Still, we may wondeethler that is

All existence. A broad and detailed response isddn §8Being—
A perfect, unique, ultimate, and practical metaphysics.

Consider, now, the negative form ‘Unicorns do naste If it is true,
Then towhat does the term ‘unicorns’ refer? This is the welbwn
Problem of negative existentials.

The resolution is that ‘unicorn’ is, first, a coptédefined, for example,

By words or pictures in books). Then, ‘unicornsmo exist’ means that
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There are no objects that correspond to the corméeptinicorn. Note
How the resolution is an application of meaninglesned above.

Finally, contemplate ‘everything exists’—this sugtgeexistence is too
Broad to be useful. But, we find below that thiafts-categorialism’
Is crucial to the power of existence.

(Note that the conceptual analysis of existencey@abrenders
‘Everything exists’ as trivially false and the thghi that it is true
To be based on mistaken understanding of ‘evergthithat would
Be true is the trivial ‘Everything that exists daegst.’)

In what follows ‘exists’ may denote any mix or neity of verb
Form according as duration or time has or lackallsignificance.

Being

Being is the property of existence. It is neutoakinds such as space,
Time, matter, mind, spirit, soul, and word. Thoymgient, these kinds
Are not known to be universal or perfectly realpdwer of being is
That universality and perfect realism follow frota neutrality.

Ideas such as ‘non-being’, ‘neither being nor nemy’, and

‘Beyond being and non-being’ are often metaphoridaéquently
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Subject to realism the metaphysics entails thegoeirall mythical
Cosmologies—but not that the universe’s populaltipsuch cosmoses
Shall be numerically or sensibly significant. Howeweven if sensibly
Insignificant, a mythic cosmology may evoke a tsease offhe Real.

Every state or element of being is equivalent &rgwther.
That something must come from nothing is a trig@iollary.
At the deepest and most general level the question
Foundation of being is forever resolved and closed.

Relative to the void (or other manifest state)allvs and manifest
States are emergent—as is extension-duration cespee.

However breadth is ever open—the extension, duratiariety,
Summit, and dissolution of manifest being haveimit |
Subject to realism, systems of physical law aréeuit limit.
One mystery, depth, is resolved. Another emerges.

Every Law, every cosmos is repeated without limit.
‘Ghost’ systems are ever passing through our cosmos
In comparison to the limitlessness of possibility

Our cosmos is infinitesimal in quantity and variety
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The universe has cosmoses without limit to numbeadety
Against a background where extension-duration doésneasure
All being. ‘All cosmoses are finite’ or ‘all arefinite’ are constraints
Over and above logic and therefore neither casareht

Logic is not a Law. A universal Law over and abéngic would
Be a limit on the universe. There are no univeltsals.

That a cosmos such as ours shall exist is givehéynetaphysics. Still, we
Would like to know how it came to be and what dsiees the population
Of cosmoses. A general speculation begins: mo&tsuitly and naturally
Formed systems result from increments throughivelgtstable states.

To continue, near symmetry is a source of stabilitgelf-adaptation—of
Durability and so of population. Manifestationsstdibility include local
Physical-like law, life, and sentienceTBe Real). So what the

Sentient forms see, are, overwhelmingly, the deraistems.

The universal metaphysics requires the being dingafar larger than
Our cosmos but far smaller than the universe—whkecé ‘pictures’
Are realized. What would be speculative then,dtaan that all realms

Are of this stable type. That such realms musshb®ot speculation.

The background remains on the border of the senaiid beyond.
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Reminders of difficulties in thinking of all or uhate things.
However, where they have reference, they are herr ahan being.

Sometimes such concepts (non-being etc) are asaopbult of
Forgetting or being unaware of the baaicthat is has being. Still, the
Term ‘non-being’ can be assigned meaning such &npal for
Being. Here, to avoid confusion, such meaning tsenaployed.

The kinds are useful, even essential, as kindeioigb Analysis shows
What aspects may be made perfect and universath, Tie perfect
And the imperfect may (and will) be joined in piaat metaphysics
That has perfection in pragmatic and ‘being-in+th@id’ meanings:

From the reflections on experience, the core obpigfsics that
Follows may be seen to stand above questions aflkdge as
Representation, versus pragmatic or ‘being-in-tioetai.
Universe

The universe is all being. There is one and onbky wmverse.

Whatever has being is in the universe. A hypothébeing
That is not in the universe does not exist.
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‘Being’ discriminates only existence from non-egiste.
It does not distinguish kinds. Whatever is reahianiverse.
There is no other universe of fact or kind or ide&orm.

Discussion so far shows robustness to the world-wibméd
Is real, is not illusion, and is more than justemgnce. And

Experience itself is real. There is being, there wgorld (universe).

But what can we tell of the variety of being? Andyws there
being—must there be? The questions are signifiéanvariety
Is cosmology and the ‘why’ or ‘must’ is a centraystery of the
World. These questions are addressed in what fellow

The universe contains all creation but is not @gat

Any creator and all creating are part of the urgeer

The universe can have no external creator.

Laws

Knowledge of the natural world is coded in laws aatlral

Histories. Natural history may be written as laggdnd,
Myth, or ancient cosmology.
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As realism, logic has been reconceived and is theavery
Beginning of discovery of the universe and its ferm

This account of explicit meaning should be completad
By discussion of implicit meaning which lies in ifigations,
Which are the focus of sections beginning with Calsgy.

Cosmology

The universal metaphysics implies what follows.
It is especially the implications that

Bring out its meaning. From the form

Of realism, the proofs are trivial.

Natural science and human experience have domfins o
Validity but the universe—the object of the metagibg—
Is greater without limit than those domains.

The universe is limitlessly greater than our cosmos

The universe has neither beginning nor end. Imaese

Of ‘is’ that accords with earlier remarks on ‘exsist
The universas.
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Realism resolves doubt that should arise abouteginal-
Logical and empirical-scientific consistency of thetaphysics.

The object of realism (logic) is the universe. ydlid science and
Systems of logic lie within logic so conceived. Wisal metaphysics,
Logic, and science have no conflict. As the unigessall being, so
The metaphysics envelops all knowledge includingrse.

Agreement with fact includes agreement with thevdedge
Claims of human culture, for example science, i@igand lore
In their valid domains. Consistency among conceisides
Agreement with systems of logic where they aredvali

The vastness and forms of realism (logic) awaitaiery—
The theories of science and known logics are buh$mf and
Within logic. And while the forms may be seen asgio and
Constraining this logic is the true and most libegealism.

The vastness of form is immensely greater thamcdinerete alone:

‘Universe as realization of logic’ resolves cenisslues of the abstract
Objects: i.e., they are real; they are in the @o@r@-Platonic) universe;
And, if atemporal, it is due to omission of tempibyan the abstraction.

Thus there is no real divide between the concradietlze abstract.
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The laws of natural science are familiar
Modern examples of natural law.

A law is a reading of a pattern; the pattern itself
Is the immanent Law (capitalized). All Laws have
Being. The universe contains all Laws.

This ‘realism’ may be extended. Morality, civil laand value
Judgment have immanent local forms we may namegthi
Justice, and Value. All such form lies in the umnsee

The void

The void is the absence of being—null being; aspglement to every
Part of the universe relative to itself, it exisiad as null, it has no
Law. A void may be held to associate with all paftshe universe.

There is no inconsistency to existence of the Véet, despite proof
(Below), the magnitude of the consequences willeulnmok doubt. But
There is doubt for all significant propositions. \A& in existential
Doubt for the quality of the process and promiseuwitome (below).
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The universal metaphysics

From the void (and therefore from the universe ewvety part of it)
All possible states will emerge for the contraryulebbe a Law.

Here, possibility must be the most liberal (roudlolgical and factual).

In this sense, the universe has no limits.

That the universe has no limits is namedftimelamental principle
of metaphysics (abbreviated ‘fundamental principle’

If power is degree of limitlessness, the univessaliimate
Power. Every state of being (including the void} Has power,
For otherwise would be a limit on the universe.

Ultimate power is implicit in the present. Thosenfis are
Limited for which ultimate realization is only imeless process.

The worldview that results below
Called the universal metaphysics
Or, simply, the metaphysics.

It is crucial to use of the metaphysics that itanieg shall

Be understood. Let us now further develop requisite
Understanding, first taking up explicit meaning.
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Meaning of the metaphysics

In this section ‘concept’ will refer to referentiencepts—i.e.,
Concepts that purport to have objects. Free concept
Formation is immensely useful in the progress aividedge.

This useful freedom allows formation of conceptimsistent
With fact (‘science’) or one with another (‘logiedthat is, it
Allows concepts for which it is impossible to hangects.

From limitlessness of the universe the only corsapthout
Objects are the impossible concepts. Realism,dhstrint
For concepts to have objects, is not a limit onuhiserse.

This minimal realism constitutes an explicit meanit
The metaphysics: given realism, concepts have tshjec
For the universe, the possible and the Real ardgigdé.

Another term for realism is logic: the universehe object of logic—
Roughly of word or logos—now interpreted to incluFreement with
Fact (science). In this conception logic is nat@tlon the real but the
Constraint of realism on freedom concept formation.
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